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WritingtheScientificPaper

Whenyouwriteaboutscientifictopicstospecialistsinaparticularscientificfield,wecallthat

scientificwriting.(Whenyouwritetonon-specialistsaboutscientifictopics,wecallthatscience

writing.)

Thescientificpaperhasdevelopedoverthepastthreecenturiesintoatooltocommunicatethe

resultsofscientificinquiry.Themainaudienceforscientificpapersisextremelyspecialized.

Thepurposeofthesepapersistwofold:topresentinformationsothatitiseasytoretrieve,and

topresentenoughinformationthatthereadercanduplicatethescientificstudy.Astandard

formatwithsixmainparthelpsreaderstofindexpectedinformationandanalysis:

Title--subjectandwhataspectofthesubjectwasstudied.

Abstract--summaryofpaper:Themainreasonforthestudy,theprimaryresults,themain

conclusions

Introduction--whythestudywasundertaken

MethodsandMaterials--howthestudywasundertaken

Results--whatwasfound

Discussion--whytheseresultscouldbesignificant(whatthereasonsmightbeforthepatterns

foundornotfound)

Therearemanywaystoapproachthewritingofascientificpaper,andnoonewayisright.

Manypeople,however,findthatdraftingchunksinthisorderworksbest:Results,Discussion,

Introduction,Materials&Methods,Abstract,and,finally,Title.


